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ESM Norris Hall Space Review Panel
Alex O. Aning is associate professor of materials science and engineering at Virginia Tech and serves as chair 
of the college of engineering diversity committee. • H. Pat Artis is president of Performance Associates and 
serves on the college of engineering advisory committee. He is a Virginia Tech alumnus (EM BS’72). • Ezra A. 
“Bud” Brown is Alumni Distinguished Professor and professor of mathematics at Virginia Tech. He is a recipi-
ent of its Diggs Teaching Scholar and Wine awards for teaching excellence. • James A. “Alec” Calhoun is a 
senior undergraduate student in engineering science and mechanics. He is a 4/16 survivor who was attending 
Professor Liviu Librescu’s class. • Jamal A. Carver is a senior undergraduate student in engineering science 
and mechanics. He is a 4/16 survivor who was attending Professor Liviu Librescu’s class. • Fredrick P. Cook 
is a senior undergraduate student in engineering science and mechanics and serves as president of the Virginia 
Tech section of the Society of Engineering Science. He is a 4/16 survivor who was attending Professor Liviu 
Librescu’s class. • Michael J. Diersing is a research coordinator in engineering science and mechanics who 
collaborated extensively with Professor Kevin Granata who was his brother in law. He continues to assist Pro-
fessor Granata’s students. • Linda A. Granata is a research associate in food science and technology at Virginia 
Tech who served the 4/16 victims’ families in various ways. She survives her husband Professor Kevin 
Granata. • Charles E. Harris is director of the research and technology directorate at the NASA Langley Re-
search Center. He is a Virginia Tech alumnus (AE BS’72, EM MS’73, EM PhD’83). • Robert A. Heller is Frank J. 
Maher Professor Emeritus of engineering science and mechanics at Virginia Tech. He is a Holocaust survivor. • 
Richard F. Hirsh is professor of history of technology and director of the consortium on energy restructuring 
at Virginia Tech. He serves as a member of the Virginia Tech rescue squad. • Jennifer A. Holmquest is man-
ager of developmental engineering at Boeing and serves as chair of the ESM advisory board. She is a Virginia 
Tech alumna (ESM BS’90, EM MS’91). • Nicole D. Jackson is an ESM doctoral student. She is an NSF IGERT 
Trainee interested in transformational graduate education. • Tonya Smith-Jackson is associate professor of 
industrial and systems engineering at Virginia Tech. She is a recipient of its Diggs Teaching Scholar Award. • 
Paul L. Knox is University Distinguished Professor and senior fellow for international advancement in the 
Virginia Tech school of public and international affairs, and served as dean of architecture and urban studies. • 
Monrudee Liangruksa is an ESM doctoral student. She is the recipient of a full scholarship from the Royal 
Thai Government to pursue MS and PhD degrees at Virginia Tech. • Nancy G. Love is professor of civil and 
environmental engineering at Virginia Tech and a recipient of its Women’s Center Advancing Women Award. 
She served as one of the originators of the AdvanceVT program. • Sanj Malushte is Bechtel Fellow and senior 
principal engineer at Bechtel Power. He is a Virginia Tech alumnus (EM MS'84, CE MS'87, EM PhD'89) and 
serves on the ESM advisory board. • Caroline M. Merrey is an Assistant Engineer at Parsons Brinckerhoff. She 
is a Virginia Tech alumna (ESM BS’07) and a 4/16 survivor who was attending Professor Liviu Librescu’s class. 
• Ali H. Nayfeh is University Distinguished Professor of engineering science and mechanics at Virginia Tech 
and a recipient of the Virginia Life Achievement in Science Award. His office and laboratory have now been 
housed in Burruss Hall for eighteen years. • Lynn A. Nystrom is director of news and external relations for the 
college of engineering at Virginia Tech. Until recently, she was a thirty-year occupant of Norris Hall. • Nathan 
L. Post is an ESM doctoral student. He serves as an organizer of the Graduate Life Center Speaker Series, and 
as an inaugural member of the Graduate Scholars Society. • Sally Shrader is an executive assistant in the de-
partment of engineering science and mechanics at Virginia Tech. She has served the university for twenty-five 
years with the past eighteen spent in Burruss Hall. • Karen A. Thole is professor and department head of me-
chanical and nuclear engineering at Pennsylvania State University. Before this, she was William S. Cross Pro-
fessor at Virginia Tech and served as one of the originators of the AdvanceVT program. • Paul E. Torgersen is 
John Hancock Chair and professor of industrial and systems engineering at Virginia Tech. He served as presi-
dent of the university and is a member of the National Academy of Engineering. • Jeffrey N. Twigg is a senior 
undergraduate student in engineering science and mechanics. He is a 4/16 survivor who was attending Pro-
fessor Liviu Librescu’s class. • Joshua J. Wargo is a senior undergraduate student in engineering science and 
mechanics. He is a 4/16 survivor who was attending Professor Liviu Librescu’s class.
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