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Academic Department Heads Council 
 2019-2020 Calendar of Events 

 
 

Department Heads Executive Committee Meetings 
 
Executive Committee members of the Department Heads Council include: R. Bagchi, M. Boroujerdi, D. Breslau, A. 
Eskandarian, N. Guerrero, S. Holbrook, M. Holt, B. Kleiner, T. Kring, R. LeClair, M. Lee, R. Russell, B. Shadle, J. 
Snodgrass, H. Sontheimer, D. Trinkle, E. Westman, and A. Zink-Sharpe.  
 
Steve Holbrook and Matt Holt are the 2019-2020 DHEC co-chairs. 

 
 
September 3, 2019, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs 
 
October 1, 2019, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Dr. Luisa Havens 
Gerardo, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management; Dr. Rachel Holloway, Vice Provost for Undergraduate Academic 
Affairs; and Dale Pike, Executive Director and Associate Provost for Technology-enhanced Learning & Online Strategies 
 
November 5, 2019, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Dr. Ed Nelson, Associate 
Dean, Administration and Chief of Staff; Dr. Ken Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Resource Management; Rhonda 
Arsenault, Associate Vice President for Advancement Services 
 
December 3, 2019, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Faculty Affairs Team – 
Dr. Ellen Plummer, Associate Vice Provost for Academic Administration; Amy Hogan, Assistant Provost for Leadership 
Initiatives and Policies; Rachel Gabriele, Assistant Provost for Faculty Initiatives and Polices; Sara Leftwich, Manager of 
Dual Career & Special Projects; and Anna LoMascolo, Co-Director of the Women’s Center 
 
January 7, 2020, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs 
 
February 4, 2020, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Chris Wise, Assistant 
Vice President for Student Affairs; Dr. Chris Flynn, Director of Cook Counseling Center; Dr. Robin Panneton, Associate 
Dean for Undergraduate Programs; and Reese Ramos, Director of the University Ombuds Office 
 
March 3, 2020, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Dr. Ken Smith, Vice 
Provost for Academic Resource Management; Sherwood Wilson, Vice President for Operations; Dr. Chris Kiwus, Associate 
Vice President and Chief Facilities Officer; and Bob Broyden, Associate Vice President for Capital Assets and Financial 
Planning 
 
April 7, 2020, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Interim Vice President 
for Research and Innovation; Dr. Lisa Lee, Associate Vice President for Scholarly Integrity and Research Compliance; 
and Faculty Senate Cabinet 
 
May 5, 2020, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
DHEC meeting with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs  
 
May 12, 2020, 8-9:30 a.m., 130 Burruss 
Joint meeting to include new DHEC members with Provost Cyril Clarke and/or Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty 
Affairs 

 
 

Council of College Deans Meeting/Lunch 
 

April TBD 2020, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., location TBD (11:30-noon), location TBD (noon-1:30) 
The Department Heads Executive Committee meet and dine with the Council of College Deans 

 



as of 10/16/19 

 
 

Department Heads Forums 
 
All Virginia Tech academic department heads are members of the Department Heads Council. 

 
 
September 26, 2019, 3:30-5 p.m., Solitude, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Provost’s meeting and reception 
 
October 9, 2019, 3:30-5 p.m., Smithfield, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Mr. Juan Espinoza, Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment Management; Mr. Rick 
Sparks, Associate Vice Provost for Learning Systems and Effectiveness and University Registrar; Dr. Rachel Holloway, 
Vice Provost for Undergraduate Academic Affairs; and Dale Pike, Executive Director and Associate Provost for 
Technology-enhanced Learning & Online Strategies. Topics: Enrollment Management, Pathways, Distance Learning, and 
EAB Platform  
 
November 13, 2019, 3:30-5 p.m., Smithfield, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Dr. Ed Nelson, Associate Dean, Administration and Chief of Staff; Dr. Ken Smith, 
Vice Provost for Academic Resource Management; Mike Moyer, Associate Vice President of Development for Colleges 
and Rhonda Arsenault, Associate Vice President for Advancement Services. Topic:  Innovation Campus and Advancement 
updates 
 
December 3, 2019, 3-5:00 p.m., TBD, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Dr. Timothy D. Sands, University President; Dr. Cyril Clarke, Interim Executive 
Vice President and Provost; Charlie Phlegar, Vice President for Advancement; and Dr. Dwayne Pinkney, Senior Vice 
President for Operations and Administration.  Topic:  University updates 

 
January 15, 2020, 3:30-5 p.m., TBD, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Dr. Jack Finney, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Faculty Affairs Team – Dr. Ellen 
Plummer, Associate Vice Provost for Academic Administration; Amy Hogan, Assistant Provost for Leadership Initiatives 
and Policies; Rachel Gabriele, Assistant Provost for Faculty Initiatives and Polices; Sara Leftwich, Manager of Dual Career 
& Special Projects; and Anna LoMascolo, Co-Director of the Women’s Center. Topics: FARS, Modified Duties, PageUp, 
and Work-Life Balance with Climate and Inclusion, Awards and Honorifics 
 
February 12, 2020, 3:30-5 p.m., TBD, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Chris Wise, Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs; Dr. Chris Flynn, Director 
of Cook Counseling Center; Dr. Robin Panneton, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Programs; and Reese Ramos, 
Director of the University Ombuds Office.  Topics:  Mental Health Taskforce, Ombuds, and Disability Caucus Taskforce 
 
March 18, 2020, 3:30-5 p.m., TBD, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Dr. Ken Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Resource Management; Sherwood 
Wilson, Vice President for Operations; Dr. Chris Kiwus, Associate Vice President and Chief Facilities Officer; and Bob 
Broyden, Associate Vice President for Capital Assets and Financial Planning.  Topic:  Renovations and Space 
 
April 15, 2020, 3:30-5 p.m., TBD, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Department Heads Council forum with Interim Vice President for Research and Innovation; and Dr. Lisa Lee, Associate 
Vice President for Scholarly Integrity and Research Compliance.  Topics:  Research and Institutional Review Board 
updates 
 
May TBD, 2020, 3:30-5 p.m., TBD, Inn at Virginia Tech 
Provost’s meeting and reception for the Department Heads Council  
 

 
 

 
The most recent version of the Council’s calendar of events can be found on the Department Heads Council website: 
http://provost.vt.edu/faculty_affairs/leadership_development/department_heads_council.html. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Cyndi Hutchison at chutchison@vt.edu. 
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